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From: City Council - SMB <CityCouncilSMB@coloradosprings.gov>
Date: April 14, 2020 at 07:34:25 MDT
To: City Council <CityCouncil@coloradosprings.gov>
Subject: FW:  Proposal to close roadways within three City Parks- Submitted by Council Member 
Gaebler

From: Palus, Karen <Karen.Palus@coloradosprings.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 11:42 PM
To: Gaebler, Jill <Jill.Gaebler@coloradosprings.gov>
Cc: Council Members <allcouncil@coloradosprings.gov>
Subject: Proposal to close roadways within three City Parks- Submitted by Council Member Gaebler

Sorry the first email bounced back from the allcouncilemail . Trying one more time! 

http://www.facebook.com/lauracarno
http://twitter.com/lauracarno
http://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=19365917
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Councilmember Gaebler,

Hello! Thank you for sharing your proposal with me concerning the closure of Park roads on
weekends during the COVID-19 Stay Home Order on Friday, April 10th.  I shared your
proposal with my appropriate staff over the weekend for their response this morning.

I appreciated the additional opportunity to speak with you this afternoon for further clarification
of this initiative and share some of our concerns we see with this initial proposal.

We can all agree that these are challenging times for our community and our outdoor
recreation opportunities have made a difficult situation a little bit brighter for our residents.

We have been working closely with our peers throughout the state and across the country
regarding the appropriate response to this pandemic. The Department has worked closely
with El Paso County Health Department, our partners, contractors and participants to provide
safe spaces for our community to recreate.

We have managed our facilities in such a way that has allowed many of our park amenities to
remain open where other communities have had closures to reduce the curve. I am proud of
the efforts of my team and all those who have supported our parks system by being
responsible park users during the pandemic.

We have continued to provide good messaging to reinforce responsible behavior and are
monitoring through staff and the police department trouble spots to affect compliance.  We are
currently seeing good results throughout our parks system.

Our park use is up in our neighborhood parks, similar use for our regional parks and lower
numbers in the Garden than we have seen in previous years.

After our initial review the following concerns would need to be addressed to be able to move
this proposal forward:

1. Road Closures: Closure of the roads would close our parking areas. We need those
lots to spread people out. If no roads are open and lots are closed all those cars would
fill up frontage lots, spill into neighborhoods and concentrate folks into only those trails
from those locations.  This is not ideal if the initiative is to allow users to spread out.
For example: Garden of the Gods has 470 spots throughout the park in a variety of
locations in which users enter into several different trail access points. If the road is
closed then those 470+ cars will park at the overflow lot at Rockledge Ranch, 30th

street shoulder,  Pleasant Valley neighborhood and Manitou Springs neighborhoods.
The same applies to Palmer Park and would intensify parking in those neighborhoods
due to limited lots nearby. North Cheyenne Canon has the Canonwood neighborhood
that we must maintain vehicular access to at all times. All other parking would be
dispersed to Gold Camp and surrounding neighborhoods.
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2. ADA: We would have need to address ADA issues for each site. There are many
citizens who cannot go to their neighborhood park and choose to drive through their
nature since they cannot walk, hike or bike and need to be in the safety of their own
vehicle for health reasons.

3. Management of Operations:  Management of this type of decision requires a
significant number of staff, Police presence and volunteers. Because we have hosted
the Motorless Morning event at the Garden of the Gods Park we understand the
requirements for managing the activities resulting from this type of closure. Due to
increased demands on staff we do not have the capacity to pull them from their regular
duties. These type of closure events require us to manage the roadway and the unsafe
behaviors. Those operations have to be manned due to safety and hazardous
situations that we have witnessed in the past.

I understand that this proposal started based on the City and County of Denver shutting down
City and park streets to vehicles to allow people an opportunity in Denver to spread out. This
was a result of closure to City Center and Mountain Parks.  I fully support Denver’s efforts to
spread out since their park acreage can no way sustain their population in the metro area.

I do not feel that the City of Colorado Springs is in that situation and if I did you know I would
be looking for appropriate alternatives as well. We have successfully managed many other
restructuring efforts to keep our facilities open. For example: Pike Peak America’s Mountain,
Golf Operations and food distribution at our community centers.

I respect your proposal and interest in furthering the effort to eliminate cars in the Garden but I
do not feel this is the right solution for our community at this time. As I mentioned earlier, I
may be overly sensitive to our park neighbors and concerned with how this proposal would
impact them directly.

I am willing to discuss this further, if you would like to try to work through the concerns and
challenges I have expressed in this memo.

Thank you again for your time this afternoon. I truly appreciated the opportunity to share my
thoughts and teams feedback with you.

Stay Safe and Well!

Have a great day!

Karen Palus
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Karen Palus, CPRP, CYSA

Director

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department

City of Colorado Springs

Phone:  719-385-6501

Karen.Palus@coloradosprings.gov
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