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From: David Adair <dadair@medwheel.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2020 12:01 PM
To: Council Members <allcouncil@coloradosprings.gov>; Cory Sutela <csutela@medwheel.org>; 
leurich@medwheel.org; Guidotti, Wendilyn <Wendilyn.Guidotti@coloradosprings.gov>; Greene, Jeff H. 
<Jeff.Greene@coloradosprings.gov>; Palus, Karen <Karen.Palus@coloradosprings.gov>;
advocacy@medwheel.org
Subject: Open Streets

CAUTION! - External Email. Malware is most commonly spread through unknown email 
attachments and links. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or 
unexpected email!

Mr. Mayor and Council,

As you know, Medicine Wheel Trail Advocates is a local non profit that advocates for mountain 
biking opportunities and trail access throughout the Pikes Peak region.  During this time of
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COVID we have had a dramatic increase in communication from our members about crowding 
on our region’s trails and in parks. These reports match our own observations; our trails are 
supporting more users than ever before.

MWTA has responded to these reports, including a posting on our website with a reminder 
about etiquette for all users on multi-use trails.   https://www.medwheel.org/2020/
04/08/etiquette-how-to-share-a-trail/

We are heartened to see our city leaders standing by the decision to keep our trails open during 
the stay at home order, so that users are able to continue receiving the physical and 
psychological benefits of exercise. We feel this is essential for the well-being of the entire 
community. We are committed to supporting Parks staff to ensure this can continue. Parks staff 
is to be commended for their hard work to support ongoing access during this difficult time.

We urge council and the mayor to consider expanding opportunities for safe exercise, by 
identifying strategic roadways that can be adapted to become ‘Open Streets’ by limiting motor 
vehicle access. Since the overall utilization of roadways has been reduced as a result of the 
stay-at-home order, it makes sense to strategically select some roadways that can be 
repurposed to provide more access for exercise.  

Both Parks and Traffic Engineering staff should be encouraged to select roads throughout the 
city that can be repurposed to provide these opportunities. This could be done quickly and 
inexpensively, would have a positive impact on the overall health of the community, could 
alleviate some of the demand on our trail system, and create additional safe opportunities for 
citizens to get outdoor exercise.

In closing, we reiterate our support for our civic leaders who are faced with difficult decisions 
right now. Medicine Wheel Trail Advocates is ready to support our partners in any way possible. 
Please reach out to me if you have any questions.

Regards,

David Adair
Board President, MWTA

president@medwheel.org
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